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Autumn meeting:  Morning of the 23rd September at 

Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh. The topic will be: 

XML. The speakers will be Nick Rosenberg and Iwan 

Davies. What is XML, I hear you say? Iwan writes: 

“XML is a file format that translators will encounter 

more and more in the coming years. XML (or 

eXtensible Markup Language”) is an officially defined 

markup language which defines the structure of data. It 

is a system of marking up that allows you to create your 

own language for displaying documents – for instance, 

an XML document can generate an HTML, PDF, and 

Word copy of the same file, enabling you to have just 

one master document to update. XML is becoming 

widely used to store data (in a Content Management 

System, for example) and to publish that data as a 

manual, or as a help system, or to the web. In this

workshop we will look at what XML is, why it is relevant 

to the worlds of technical documentation and 

translation, and how it works. Nick and Iwan will also 

share tips about how to best go about translating files in 

XML format. We will also briefly cover XML subsets 

such as XLIFF (for translating software strings) and 

DITA, and their localization implications. 
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About the speakers: Nick Rosenthal is Managing 

Director of Salford Translations Ltd, a high-tech 

translation company based in Stockport. Nick is an 

MITI, a former Council member, and a mentor on 

ITI’s Peer Support Group. Iwan Davies is a freelance 

translator and localization consultant based in Perth. 

Iwan is an MITI and is also the Scottish Network 

webmaster and e-group manager. 

AGM / Christmas lunch:  25th November at Glasgow 

Caledonian University. The speaker invited will be 

Tim Steward, Head of the Scottish Branch of CILT 

(an organisation that coordinates language training 

and other language services for business and 

schools: www.cilt.org.uk). The venue for the 

Christmas lunch is yet to be confirmed. 

Proz.com Regional Conference:  10/11 November 

in Edinburgh, plus Trados course on 12 November. 

Keynote speaker: Sarah Adams, winner of the Marsh 

Award for Children’s Literature in Translation. After-

hours entertainment will include a networking dinner 

with live music and Scottish country dancing.        

For more details please see: 

http://www.proz.com/conference/8  
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